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⽂文化究竟是什么？从跨⽂文化⼼心理学⾓角度
解读⽂文化差异



What are the cross-cultural differences? 

Why do people in different cultures behave 
distinctively? 

How was culture formed at the first place?



My First Three Puzzles for 
American Culture



How are you doing?

I am doing great!!

Why are people always so 
positive?







Why are people always so 
positive?



Why are there so many 
small talks?



Why do you invite strangers 
to your party?



Three key elements in 
understanding the U.S. culture

Mobile and weak social network 

Desires for social connections 

Emphasis on positivity



The Logic Underlies Culture Psychology

Culture Mind & Behaviors

Socio-ecology

Geography 
Pathogen 

Temperature 
Economic & Political system 

Culture artifact 
Music, Art, Literature 

Food 
Ideology 

Cognition 
Motivation 

Self 
Relationship 



Hofstede Culture Dimensions
Individualism vs. Collectivism 

You are only expected to take care of yourself and immediate family vs. a big community. I vs. 
we 

Power Distance 
The extent to which people accept hierarchical order 

Uncertainty Avoidance 
The degree to which people are comfortable with uncertainty and ambiguity 

Masculinity 
Emphasis on achievement, heroism, assertiveness, material reward for success 

Long term orientation vs. Short term orientation



Individualism vs. Collectivism
TOP 3 
U.S.A 

Australia 
U.K.

Button 3 
Guatemala 

Ecuador 
Panama



Power Distance

TOP 3 
Slovak Rep 
Malaysia 

Guatemala 

Button 3 
Austria 
Israel 

Denmark



Uncertainty Avoidance
TOP 3 
Greece 

Portugal 
Guatemala

Button 3 
Singapore 
Jamaica 
Denmark



Masculinity
TOP 3 

Slovak Rep 
Japan 

Hungary 

Button 3 
Sweden 
Norway 
Latvia 



Long-term Orientation

TOP 3 
P.R.C 
HK 

Taiwan

Button 3 
Ghana 
Nigeria 

Sierra Leone 







The Logic Underlies Culture Psychology

Culture Mind & Behaviors

Socio-ecology



Culture and 
Cognition



Based on hundreds of painting in multiple large museums all over the 
world, Western landscape (39%) painting has significantly lower horizon 
than Eastern landscape (56%) painting



Holistic Thinking 
1. An orientation to the context 

as a whole. 
2. gives attention to the 

relations among objects and 
between objects and 
backgrounds. 

3. Emphasizes knowledge 
gained through experience

Analytical Thinking 
1. An orientation to the objects 

and their attributes. 
2. A focus on attributes leads 

to categorization and 
formation of abstract rules. 

3. Emphasizes knowledge 
gained through application 
of fixed abstract rules



Fish Tank Test

Masuda & Nisbett (2001)



What did you see?



Fish Tank Test

Masuda & Nisbett (2001)



Fish Recognition Task

Masuda & Nisbett (2001)



Draw the line (absolute 
vs. relative)

Kitayama et al., 2003, 2009
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TABLE 4: Average Ratio in Percentage of the Height of the
Horizon to the Height of the Entire Frame and the
Number of Additional Objects Drawn

Western East Asian 
Drawings Drawings

M SD M SD t p

Ratio of the 56.37 18.92 67.16 15.06 2.98 .005
horizon to
the frame

Number of 6.19 6.94 10.72 12.02 2.16 .05
additional
objects

Materials. Sixteen models (4 male American stu-
dents, 4 female American students, 4 male Japanese
students, and 4 female Japanese students) were posi-
tioned within the scenes. The apparent relation between
the models and their backgrounds differed according to
the size of lenses and the size of the model. Four artifi-
cial photographs were presented simultaneously on the
computer screen using PsyScope. In total, two sets of 32
trials were produced. Within each of the two sets we
manipulated two features of the image: the breadth of
context (Stimulus Set 1) and the size of the model
(Stimulus Set 2). Participants were randomly presented
one of the sets.

Breadth of context: Evaluation of background
against a constant model. The breadth of context was
manipulated by using four different lenses (28 mm, 50
mm, 100 mm, 140 mm). We took the landscape images
from the same standpoint. The 28-mm lens, which has
an angle of about 75.4 degrees, captures an extremely
wide area of the scene. The 50-mm lens, which has

about a 46.8 degree angle, captures a relatively wide
area of the scene, and the perspective is almost identical
to that of human’s natural view. The 100-mm lens,
which has about a 23.3 degree angle, captures a rela-
tively narrow area of the scene. Finally, the 140-mm
lens has less than an 18.2 degree angle and captures an
extremely narrow area of the scene. In the following
analyses, we name background scenes produced by the
above four lenses as the extremely wide background,
the standard background, the narrow background, and
the extremely narrow background, respectively.

In Stimulus Set 1 (see Figure 4), the same constant
size model appeared against a background produced by
the four different types of lenses (i.e., an extremely wide
background, a standard background, a narrow back-
ground, and an extremely narrow background); thus,
the participants could focus only on the difference in
background to evaluate the pictures. Participants were
presented with four pictures in which a single model of
a particular size (e.g., 1.5 in. tall) was presented against
each of the four different backgrounds. 

Size of the figure: Evaluation of the size of the model
against a constant background. In Stimulus Set 2 (see
Figure 5), four differently sized models appeared against
the same constant background (e.g., an extremely wide
background). Thus, participants only considered the
difference in the size of the model when making their
judgments. Participants were presented with four pic-
tures in which four different sizes of the same model
(0.75 in. tall, 1.25 in. tall, 1.75 in. tall, and 2.25 in. tall)
were presented against a particular background (e.g., an
extremely wide background).

Procedure. The experimenter explained to the partic-
ipants that the task was (a) to judge several photographs
and to rate each photograph on a 7-point Likert scale
(1 = worst, 7 = best) and (b) to select the best portrait

Figure 2 Examples of photographs taken by American and East
Asian participants in Study 2. 

NOTE: The left picture was taken by an American participant. The
right picture was taken by an East Asian participant.

Figure 3 The results of the photograph-taking task in Study 2.

1268 PERSONALITY AND SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY BULLETIN

TABLE 4: Average Ratio in Percentage of the Height of the
Horizon to the Height of the Entire Frame and the
Number of Additional Objects Drawn

Western East Asian 
Drawings Drawings

M SD M SD t p

Ratio of the 56.37 18.92 67.16 15.06 2.98 .005
horizon to
the frame

Number of 6.19 6.94 10.72 12.02 2.16 .05
additional
objects

Materials. Sixteen models (4 male American stu-
dents, 4 female American students, 4 male Japanese
students, and 4 female Japanese students) were posi-
tioned within the scenes. The apparent relation between
the models and their backgrounds differed according to
the size of lenses and the size of the model. Four artifi-
cial photographs were presented simultaneously on the
computer screen using PsyScope. In total, two sets of 32
trials were produced. Within each of the two sets we
manipulated two features of the image: the breadth of
context (Stimulus Set 1) and the size of the model
(Stimulus Set 2). Participants were randomly presented
one of the sets.

Breadth of context: Evaluation of background
against a constant model. The breadth of context was
manipulated by using four different lenses (28 mm, 50
mm, 100 mm, 140 mm). We took the landscape images
from the same standpoint. The 28-mm lens, which has
an angle of about 75.4 degrees, captures an extremely
wide area of the scene. The 50-mm lens, which has

about a 46.8 degree angle, captures a relatively wide
area of the scene, and the perspective is almost identical
to that of human’s natural view. The 100-mm lens,
which has about a 23.3 degree angle, captures a rela-
tively narrow area of the scene. Finally, the 140-mm
lens has less than an 18.2 degree angle and captures an
extremely narrow area of the scene. In the following
analyses, we name background scenes produced by the
above four lenses as the extremely wide background,
the standard background, the narrow background, and
the extremely narrow background, respectively.

In Stimulus Set 1 (see Figure 4), the same constant
size model appeared against a background produced by
the four different types of lenses (i.e., an extremely wide
background, a standard background, a narrow back-
ground, and an extremely narrow background); thus,
the participants could focus only on the difference in
background to evaluate the pictures. Participants were
presented with four pictures in which a single model of
a particular size (e.g., 1.5 in. tall) was presented against
each of the four different backgrounds. 

Size of the figure: Evaluation of the size of the model
against a constant background. In Stimulus Set 2 (see
Figure 5), four differently sized models appeared against
the same constant background (e.g., an extremely wide
background). Thus, participants only considered the
difference in the size of the model when making their
judgments. Participants were presented with four pic-
tures in which four different sizes of the same model
(0.75 in. tall, 1.25 in. tall, 1.75 in. tall, and 2.25 in. tall)
were presented against a particular background (e.g., an
extremely wide background).

Procedure. The experimenter explained to the partic-
ipants that the task was (a) to judge several photographs
and to rate each photograph on a 7-point Likert scale
(1 = worst, 7 = best) and (b) to select the best portrait

Figure 2 Examples of photographs taken by American and East
Asian participants in Study 2. 

NOTE: The left picture was taken by an American participant. The
right picture was taken by an East Asian participant.

Figure 3 The results of the photograph-taking task in Study 2.



Masuda et al. / CULTURE AND AESTHETIC PREFERENCE 1269

Figure 4 Examples of Stimulus Set 1 in Study 4. 
NOTE: Participants chose their preferred picture in the set. The size of the model was identical. However, the background pictures were taken
by a 28-mm lens (extremely wide background), a 50-mm lens (standard background), a 100-mm lens (narrow background), and a 140-mm lens
(extremely narrow background).

Figure 5 Examples of Stimulus Set 2 in Study 4. 
NOTE: Participants chose their preferred picture in the set. The possible figure sizes were 0.75, 1.25, 1.75, and 2.25 in. tall. However, the back-
ground was identical (taken with a 28-mm lens, the extremely wide background).
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Panorama Pictures



Categorical test

Ji et al., 2004



Culture and Attribution
U.S. newspaper (Dispositional Attribution) 

• Personality traits: very bad temper 
• Attitudes: Personal belief that guns were an 

important means to redress grievances 
• Psychological Problems: Darkly distributed man 

who drove himself to success and destruction; 
psychological problem with being challenged

Chinese newspaper (Situational Attribution) 
• Lu was a victim of the “Top students’ education 

policy” 
• Tragedy reflects the lack of religion in Chinese 

culture 
• Murders can be traced to the availability of guns



Culture and 
Self



Culture and Self

Independent self (U.S.A)

Interdependent self 
(East Asia)



Culture and Interpersonal 
Relationship



Culture and Preference

Kim & Markus, 2001



Culture and Preference

Kim & Markus, 2001



Culture and Self-presentation

Competence Appropriateness



Culture and Self

In Professor’s 
Office

With Fellow 
Students

In a large 
group Alone

American 3.77 3.26 3.30 3.22

Japanese 0.35 0.69 0.50 1.19

Ratio of positive statements to negative statements (Kanagawa et al., 2001)



Culture and Self
Define self by one’s attributes (U.S.A) 

vs. 

Define self by one’s group membership and 
relationship with others (East Asia)

I like reading books vs. I am a member of a book club.



Culture and Management



Leaders as trailblazers 
vs. care takers

Menon et al., 2011



Culture and Marketing

You have done that before. 

vs. 

 Your friends have done that. 



Culture and Advertising

Uniqueness and freedom Conformity and harmony

• Our ginseng drink is produced according to 
the methods of 500-year-old tradition 

• Bring a fresh breeze to your wife at home 
• Our company is working toward building a 

harmonious society 
• 7 out of 10 people are using this product 
• Trend forecast for spring: Pastel colors 

• Ditch the Joneses 
• Princess dream, pony dream. 

Ready for a kick butt dream? 
• Choose your own view 
• Possibilities are endless 
• Freedom of vodka 
• The internet isn’t for everybody. 

But then again, you are not 
everybody. 

Kim & Markus, 2001



Culture and Public Relation



THREE TYPES OF CULTURE: IT’S NOT ONLY ABOUT EAST AND WEST

Face

DIGNITY
Honor

DIGNITY

Honor
????

????

DIGNITY



CULTURE OF HONOR



UNSTABLE HIERARCHY



The Logic Underlies Culture Psychology

Culture Mind & Behaviors

Socio-ecology

Geography 
Pathogen 

Temperature 
Economic & Political system 



SOCIO-ECOLOGY AND CULTURE

Rice theory (Talhem et al., 2014) 

Residential mobility (Oishi et al., 2009, 2010, 2012) 

Pathogen theory (Schaller & Murray, 2008)



RICE THEORY (Talhelm et al., 2014)

Growing rice is more labor intensive and requires a great 
amount of collaborations.  As a result, regions that grow 
rice are more likely to develop a collectivism culture. 



Prevalence of rice farming is 
based on the statistical year 
book data. It shows the 
percentage of cultivated land in 
each province that is developed 
to rice paddies. 



HOLISTIC VS. ANALYTICAL 
THINKING TEST

Cow, chicken and grass test 

Draw a line test 

Friends vs. strangers test





RESIDENTIAL MOBILITY

Understand America 
Understand China 

Understand us





RESIDENTIAL MOBILITY AND 
SELF DISCLOSURE



RESIDENTIAL MOBILITY INCREASES 
PREFERENCE TO FAIRNESS



RESIDENTIAL MOBILITY AND CONDITIONAL 
COMMUNITY SUPPORT



RESIDENTIAL MOBILITY, FAMILIARITY 
SEEKING, AND BRANCH STORES



RESIDENTIAL MOBILITY AND LONELINESS



RESIDENTIAL 
MOBILITY AND 
DIVERSIFIED 
SOCIAL NETWORK



RESIDENTIAL MOBILITY AND 
CONCEPTUALIZATION OF FRIENDSHIP



PATHOGEN THEORY

Pathogen —->

Collectivism & Low openness



THE WORLD IS CHANGING.  
SO IS CULTURE.

• Culture is getting more mixed. 
• In general, modernization increases individualism. 
• Culture has many forms: gender, SES, ethnicity, 

city, and etc.



WHO IS REALLY WEIRD?

Western 
Educated 

Industrialized 
Rich 

Democratic



?????
?????

?????



• Every culture is different, even between America 
and Canada.  

• Every culture has an exception. This knowledge 
only tries to help you understand the differences.  

• Our knowledge about culture is still limited to 
east and west.  



RECOMMENDATIONS
Guns, Germs, Steel The Geography of Thought Podcast: Sinica 

Wechat: ⽆无界 
withoutboundry


